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A NOTE ON THIS EDITION

What follows is a transliteration of the text of Srutabodha as it appears in the edition
by Pansikar, which was published in Bombay in 1906'. The text is found alongside the
same editor’s edition of Sri Kedarabhatta’s Vrttaratnakara, the main work in the book,
and SrT Gangadasa’s Chandomafijari.

39 of the main metres in use in Sanskrit verse compositions are described in this work,?
and it therefore acts as a handy reference work for anyone with an interest in the
subject. Other works on prosody, like Sri Pimgala’s Chandah$astra, and Sri
Kedarabhatta’s Vrttaratnakara, provide a more comprehensive list that include metres
that are found only occasionally in the literature.

For reference in this edition I have added in the metrical markings (~ = a light
syllable; and — a heavy syllable). I have also compiled a Table of Contents, and an
Index arranged in the Sanskrit alphabetical order, and added a few notes to clarify
certain points.

Anandajoti Bhikkhu
2003/2547

I Srutabodha in this edition is attributed to Sri Kalidasa, but according to Monier-Williams
(SED), it is elsewhere attributed to St Vararuci, so that it’s exact authorship appears to be
uncertain.

2 These are also the main metres found in classical Pali verse texts.
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SRUTABODHA

chandasam laksanam yena Srutamatrena budhyate |

tamaham sampravaksyami Srutabodhamavistaram Il 1 ||

——l——l——ll——l——lv—vi——l—=  Ana
samyuktadyam dirgham sanusvaram visargasammisram |
——:u—u:—uu::——'——:\_/:__l_

vijieyamaksaram guru padantastham vikalpena Il 2 |

—v——lo—— =l —— o —u— Sloka
lekamatro bhaveddhrasvo dvimatro dirgha ucyate |

trimatrastu pluto jiieyo vyafijanam cardhamatrakam Il 3 ||

[MATRACHANDAS]

[ARYA = 30 + 27 MATRA]

yasyah pade prathame dvadasa matrastatha trtiye pi |

astadasa dvitiye caturthake pafncadasa sarya Il 4 ||

[GITI = 30 + 30 MATRA]

aryapirvardhasamam dvitiyamapi bhavati yatra®> hamsagate |
——:u—u:——::——'—vu'u—v:——'—

chandovidastadanim gitim tamamrtavani bhasante Il 5 ||

[UPAGITI = 27 + 27 MATRA]

aryottarardhatulyam prathamardhamapi prayuktam cet |

kamini tamupagitim pratibhasante® mahakavayah Il 6 ||

I'P fn: some add the following verse at this point:

adimadhyavasanesu bhajasa yanti gauravam

yarata laghavam yanti manau tu gurulaghavam.

As Srutabodha dispenses with the description by ganas, it seems that this verse is unwanted
here, though it provides a fine summary of the gana system.

2 yatra bhavati.

3 prakasayante.
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[AKSARACCHANDAS]

[PANKTI = 5 SYLLABLES]

—_—— =

adyacaturtham
paficamakam cet |
yatra guru syat-
saksarapanktih Il 7 Il

[SASIVADANA = 6 SYLLABLES]

agurucatuskam
bhavati guri dvau |
ghanakucayugme
sasivadanasau Il 8 I

[MADALEKHA = 7 SYLLABLES]

—_——_—— U\ — —
’

tiryam paficamakam ced-
yatra syallaghu bale |
vidvadbhirmrganetre
prokta sa madalekha Il 9 |

[SLOKA! = 8 + 8 SYLLABLES]

Sloke sastham guru jieyam sarvatra laghu paficamam |

dvicatuhpadayorhrasvam saptamam dirghamanyayoh Il 10 I

paficamam laghu sarvatra saptamam dvicaturthayoh |

sastham guru vijaniyadetatpadyasya laksanam Il 11 |l

' This metre is also known as Anustubha, and Vaktra. In the 5, 6, & 7™ positions of the prior
line, the following variations are allowed: v wv; —wv; — ——; & ,— v —.
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[MANAVAKAKRIDA! = 8 SYLLABLES]

adigatam turyagatam
pancamakam cantyagatam |
syadguru cetsamkathitam 2
manavakakridamidam Il 12 |

[NAGASVARUPINT® = 8 SYLLABLES]

dvituryasasthamastamam
guru prayojitam yada |

tada nivedayanti tam

budha nagasvarapinim Il 13 ||

[VIDYUNMALA = 8 SYLLABLES]

sarve varna dirgha yasyam
visramah syadvedairvedaih |
vidvadvrndairvinavani
vyakhyata sa vidyunmala Il 14 ||

[CAMPAKAMALA = 10 SYLLABLES]

tanvi guru syadadyacaturtham
paficamasastham cantyamupantyam |
indriyabanairyatra viramah

sa kathaniya campakamala Il 15 I

[MANIMADHYA = 9 SYLLABLES]

campakamala yatra bhaved-
antyavihina premanidhe |

chandasi daksa ye kavayas-
tanmanimadhyam* te bruvate Il 16 |

! This metre is called simply Manavaka in Vrttaratnakara.
2 tatkathitam.

3 This metre is known as Pramanika in Vrttaratnakara.

4 -manibandham.
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[HAawMST = 10 SYLLABLES]

mandakrantantyayatirahita
salamkare yadi bhavati ya |

sa vidvadbhirdhruvamabhihita
jheya hamst kamalavadane Il 17 |l

[SKLINT = 11 SYLLABLES]

hrasvo varno jayate yatra sasthah
kambugrive tadvadevastamantyah |
visrantih! syattanvi vedaisturangais-
tam bhasante Salintm chandasiyah Il 18 I

[DODHAKA = 11 SYLLABLES]

adyacaturthamahinanitambe
saptamakam dasamam ca tathantyam |
yatra guru prakatasmarasare

tatkathitam nanu dodhakavrttam Il 19 |l

[INDRAVAJRA = 11 SYLLABLES]

yasyastrisatsaptamamaksaram? syad-
hrasvam sujanghe navamam ca tadvat |
gatya vilajjikrtahamsakante
tamindravajram bruvate kavindrah Il 20 I

[UPENDRAVAJRA = 11 SYLLABLES]

yadindravajracaranesu pirve
bhavanti varna laghavah suvarne |
amandamadyanmadane tadanim-

upendravajra kathita kavindraih Il 21 ||

U visramah.
2 yasyam [trisat-].
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[UPAJATI! = 11 SYLLABLES]

————vu—u——, Indravajra
yatra dvayorapyanayostu pada

v ——vv—w—— Upendravajra
bhavanti stmantini candrakante |

—————vv—v—— Indravajra
vidvadbhiradyaih parikirtita sa

v ——Uu—u——, Upendravajra

prayujyatamityupajatiresa Il 22 ||

[AKHYANAKT? = 11 SYLLABLES]

—_—v——vr = ——

akhyanaki sa prakatikrtarthe

Ve ——yy—y——

yadindravajracaranah purastat |

upendravajra caranastrayo ‘nye

)

manisinokta viparitapurva? Il 23 ||

[RATHODDHATA = 11 SYLLABLES]

adyamaksaramatastrttyakam
saptamam ca navamam tathantimam |
dirghamindusakhi yatra jayate

tam vadanti kavayo rathoddhatam Il 24 ||

[SVAGATA = 11 SYLLABLES]

—v YUY ——

aksaram ca navamam dasamam ca*
vyatyayadbhavati yatra vinite |

I There are 14 possible types of Upajati metre having a mixture of Indravajra and
Upendravajra lines, all of which have been given names. The example verse is a variety
called Bhadra. Upajati may consist of a mixture of other metres also, including ones that are
not 11 syllables in length. So that, for example, we may find a verse consisting of one line
each of Indravajra, Upendravajra, Vamsastha, & Vasantatilaka - still the verse would be
known as Upajati.

2 Akhyanaki is normally counted as an Ardhasamavrtta, having the structure of Indravajra in
the 1t and 3 lines, and Upendravajra in the 2" and 4. Here the definition is slightly
different with the 1% line being Indravajra, and the rest are defined as Upendravajra.

Viparitakhyanaki is defined in the verse here as being the reverse of the above, i.e. having first
an Upendravajra line, then three Indravajra lines.

3 P has a note: piirva, here, but that is the same as the text, so there must be some mistake here.

4 cet.
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praktanaih sunayane' yadi saiva
svagateti kavibhih kathitasau Il 25 ||

[VAISVADEVI = 12 SYLLABLES]

hrasvo varnah syatsaptamo yatra bale
tadvadvimbosthi nyasta ekadasadyah |
banairvisramastatra cedva turamgair-
namna nirdista subhru sa vaisvadevi Il 26 ||

[TOTAKA = 12 SYLLABLES]

satrtiyakasasthamanangarate?
navamam viratiprabhavam guru cet |
ghanapinapayodharabharanate

nanu totakavrttamidam kathitam [l 27 |l

[BHUJANGAPRAYATA = 12 SYLLABLES]

yadadyam caturtham tatha saptamam syat- *
tathaivaksaram hrasvamekadasadyam |
Saraccandravidvesivaktraravinde

taduktam kavindrairbhujangaprayatam Il 28 ||

[DRUTAVILAMBITA = 12 SYLLABLES]

ayi krsodari yatra caturthakam
guru ca saptamakam dasamam tatha |
viratigam* ca tathaiva sumadhyame>

drutavilambitamityupadisSyate Il 29 |l

[PRAMITAKSARA = 12 SYLLABLES]

yadi totakasya guru paiicamakam
vihitam vilasini tadaksarakam |
rasasamkhyakam guru na cedabale
pramitaksareti kavibhih kathita Il 30 I

I proktamenanayane.
2 -anantarate

3 cet.

4 viratijam.

3 vicaksanaih.
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[HARINTPLUTA = 11 + 12 SYLLABLES!]

prathamaksaramadyatrtiyayordrutavilambitakasya hi?> padayoh |

yadi nasti tada kamaleksane bhavati sundari sa harinipluta Il 31 |l

[VAMSASTHAVILA = 12 SYLLABLES]

upendravajra caranesu santi ced- 3
upantyavarna laghavah pare krtah* |
madollasadbhrijitakamakarmuke

vadanti vamsasthavilam® budhastada Il 32 I

[INDRAVAMSA = 12 SYLLABLES]

yasyamasokankurapanipallave
vamsasthapada guruptrvavarnakah |
tarunyahelaratirangalalase
tamindravamsam kavayah pracaksate Il 33 |l

[PRABHAVATI = 13 SYLLABLES]

yasyam priye prathamakamaksaradvayam
turyam tatha guru navamam dasantimam®© |
santyam bhavedyatirapi cedyugagrahaih
salaksyatamamrtarute’ prabhavati Il 34 |l

[PRAHARSINT = 13 SYLLABLES]

adyam cettritayamathastamam navantyam
dvavantyau® guruviratau subhasite syat |
vi§ramo bhavati mahesanetradigbhir-
vijileya nanu sudati® praharsini sa Il 35 |l

! This is an example of an Ardhasamavrtta.
% ca.

3 cenna.

4 krta yada.

> vamsasthamidam. Vamsastha is, in fact, the more usual name for this metre.
6 dasantikam.

" bhavedyadi viratiyugagrahaih  sa laksita hyamrtalate.

8 dve cantye.

? subhage.
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[VASANTATILAKA = 14 SYLLABLES]

adyam dvittyamapi cedguru taccaturtham
yatrastamam ca dasamantyamupantyamantyam |
astabhirinduvadane viratisca sadbhih'

kante vasantatilakam kila tam? vadanti Il 36 Il

[MALINI = 15 SYLLABLES]

prathamamagurusatkam vidyate yatra kante
tadanu ca dasamam cedaksaram dvadasantyam |
giribhiratha turangairyatra kante viramah
sukavijanamanojna malini sa prasiddha Il 37 |l

[HARINT = 17 SYLLABLES]

sumukhi laghavah pafica pracyastato dasamantimah?
tadanu lalitalape varnau trtiyacaturthakau* |
prabhavati punaryatropantyah sphuratkanakaprabhe’
yatirapi rasairvedairasvaih smrta hariniti sa Il 38 Il

[SIKHARINT = 17 SYLLABLES]

yadi pracyo® hrasvah kalitakamale’ pafica guravah?®
tato varnah panca prakrtisukumarangi laghavah |
trayo 'nye copantyah sutanujaghane® bhogasubhage
rasairiSairyasyam'? bhavati viratih sa sikharint Il 39 |l

I kamankusarkusitakamimatangajendre.

2 tam.

3 dasamantikam.

4 yadi tricaturdasau.

> sphuratkarakarikane.

¢ yada piirvo.

7 kamalanayane. This footnote has no corresponding reference number in the text.
8 sasthakaparah

9 -jaghana.

10 rudrair-.

10
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[PRTHVT = 17 SYLLABLES]

dvitiyamalikuntale guru sadastamadvadasam!'
caturdasamatha priye guru gabhiranabhihrade |
sapaficadasamantimam? tadanu yatra kante yatir-
girindraphanabhrtkulairbhavati® subhru prthviti* sa Il 40 I

[MANDAKRANTA = 17 SYLLABLES]

catvarah praksutanu guravo dvau dasaikadasau’ cen-
mugdhe varnau tadanu kumudamodini dvadasantyau |
tadvaccantyau yugarasahayairyacca® kante viramo
mandakrantam pravarakavayastanvi tam samgirante Il 41 |l

[SARDULAVIKRIDITA = 19 SYLLABLES]

adyam yatra guru trayam’ priyatame sastham tatascastamam?
santyekadasatastrayastadanu® cedastadasadyantimah'” |
martandairmunibhisca yatra viratih pirnendubimbanane
tadvrttam pravadanti kavyarasikah sardalavikriditam Il 42 I

[SRAGDHARA = 21 SYLLABLES]

catvaro yatra varnah prathamamalaghavah sasthakah saptamo ’pi
dvau tadvatsodasadyau mrgamadatilake!'' sodasantyau tathantyau |
rambhastambhorukante munimunimunibhirdrsyate cedviramo

bale vandyaih kavindraih sutanu nigadita sragdhara sa prasiddha Il 43 ||

ITI SRIKALIDASAVIRACITAH SRUTABODHAH SAMPURNAH

' sadastamam.

2 -dasamantikam.

3 -phani- .

4 prthvi hi.

> dvadasau [in place of dvau dasai-].
6 -yatra [in place of -yaccal.

7 adyascedguravastrayam.

8 sasthastatha castamam.

9 nanvekadasa-.

10 _astadasadyau tatah.

"' _mudite [in place of -tilake].

11
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