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Maps of Ancient Buddhist India

Preface

Here you will find presented a number of maps of Buddhist places in Ancientindia to help

as a reference for those interested in understanding the geography and demographic
distribution of places and peoples mentioned in the Buddhist texts. A number of them have
been prepared specially for this section, and others accompany pattilar texts and
translations that are presented elsewhere on this website. The intention is to add to this
section as and when the need arises.

| have included modern place names in some of the maps so as to help orientate the reader,
who may not be familiar with the geography of India. | have also annotated the maps to give
sources and further relevant information that could not be included elsewhere.

My main sources for information in compiling the maps have been the following: Geography
of Early Buddhism by B.C. Law; Dictionary of Pali Proper Names by G.P. Malalasekera;
Buddhist India by T.W. RhysDavids; and Middle Land, Middle Way by S. Dhammika; many
other books have incidental information, including the various annotated translations | have
consulted during the course of this work. | am particularly grateful to Bhante S. Dhammika
for checking the maps through for me and making many useful suggestions and corrections,
which has helped improve them considerably.

anandajoti Bhikkhu
May 2008
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Tathaga tassa Pure Carital
The Buddha's Early Career
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MAamw PLACES

TATHAGATASSA PURE CARITAM
Tue REALISED ONE’S EARLY CAREER

What follows is based on the account in the Mahakhandhaka section of the Vinaya
Mahavagga, and the traditional histories such as the Jataka Nidadakatha, and the
Jinavaisa:

After Awakening at the foot of the B odhi tree in Uruvela the Buddha spent the following 7
weeks in a number of locations in the same area. He then travelled to Isipatana, where his
former companions, the group of five (paycavaggiyg ascetics were staying. The walking
tour appears to have talken around a week, as he arrived on the Full Moon night of asaéha.

That night he preached his first recorded discourse, and thereby set the Dhamrviheel
rolling, at the end of which Ayyata Koddayya became the first person to attain path and
fruit in the pr esent Sasana. In the next few days he and his four companions all became
Worthy Ones (Arahanta). The Buddha spent the first Vassana in the DeePark at Isipatana,
and in a short time converted first Yasa, and then 50 of his friends, who also all became
Worthy Ones.

At the end of the Rain's Retreat the Buddha walked back to Uruvela, where he converted
the three Kassapa brothers and their 1,000 disciples. From there he travelled to the
Magadhan capital Rajagaha, where he was presented with his first monasyerthe Bamboo
Wood (Veéuvanpaby King Bimbisara.
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Five months had passed since leaving Isipatana and it was now Springtime. Kaéudaya arrived
from Kapilavatthu, and invited the Buddha to return to his home town. There he converted
his former Wife, his Father, and ordained his Son, and other family members, including
Nanda and ananda.

While he was there the rich merchant Anathapi6dika arrived and invited him to Savatthd,
where he bought and presented him with the Jeta's Wood monastery. At this point the earl
histories break off, perhaps because the Sasana was safely established by this time. Although

we know a lot about the Buddha's ministry, the chronology is not picked up again until the
Mahaparinibbanasutta opens about one year before the Final Emancipati at Kusinara.

Tathagatassa Vassana
The Realised One's Rain's Retreats
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TATHAGATASSA VASSANA

Tue REALISED ONE®'S RAINS RETREATS

This map shows the various places where the Buddha spent his Rain's Retreats according to
the information related in the Introduction to the Commentary on the Buddhavausa, which

is also followed by Ven. Medhaikara in Jinavalsa. Most of them are well known, and
appear in the Discourses many times. Of the Retreats we are sure about note that they all
were taken in the Middle Lands (Majjhimadesd).
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Some of the places we cannot identify These include the 6th retreat on Mount Maikula;' 8th
at Bhesakala Wood in the Bhagga Country; 13th, 18th and 19th on Mount CaliyaOthers are
only vaguely known, such as SilkCotton Wood, Parileyya and Verayja, all of which were
around Kosamba. The exagosition of aéava is also not known, but must have been in the
Vajja Country where there were many yakkha shrines. According to tradition the 7th Rains
Retreat was spent in Tavatilsa teaching the Abhidhamma to his Mother, who had been
reborn as a Devapuia.

The information given in the Commentary inexplicably omits the last Rain's Retreat spent
by the Buddha, which was at the village of Beluva, within walking distance of Vesala, as
related in the Mahaparinibbanasuttai. A text and translation of the relevant section of the
Commentary to Buddhavatisa follows:

After setting the Dhamma Wheel Rolling in Isipatana and making 180,000,000 Brahmas
imbibe the immortal ambrosia during the first Rains Retreat he dwelt at the Deer Park in
Isipatana relying on Baradasa(for alms); the second Rains retreat was in the Great
Monastery at Bamboo Wood, relying on Rajagaha; the third and fourth likewise (he was)
also there; the fifth was in the Gabled House Hall in the Great Wood relying on Vesala; the
sixth on Mount Maikula; the seventh in the realm of the 33 gods Tavatilsa); the eighth in
the Bhesakaéa Wood, relying on the Crocodile Hill amongst the Bhaggas; the ninth near
Kosamba; the tenth in the Parileyyaka grove; the eleventh in the brahmin village of Naéa (in
Magadha); the twelfth near Verayja; the thirteenth on Mount Caliya; the fourteenth in the
great Monastery (near Savatthd); the fifteenth near the great city of Kapilavatthu (his home
town, amongst the Sakiyans); having tamed (the yakkha) aéavaka and making 84,000
creaturess imbibe the immortal ambrosia, (he spent) the sixteenth at 4éava; the seventeenth
was surely near Rajagaha (perhaps in Bamboo Wood); then the eighteenth on mount Caliya;
but the nineteenth and twentieth Rains Retreat he dwelt near to Rajagaha (peaps in
Bamboo Wood) ... But from there onwards he surely relied on Savattha dwelling in the Great
Monastery in Jeta's Wood and the Eastern Monastery because it had constant supplies (of
requisites for the large gathering of monks).

1 ChS: Makula.
2 ChS: Calika.



Maps of Ancient Buddhist India

Tathagatassa Pacchima Carika
The Realised One's Last Tour
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TATHAGATASSA PACCHIMACARIKA
T REALISED ONE's LasT Tour

The last year of the Buddha's life is recorded in the Mahaparinibbanasutta of the
Déaghanikaya (DN 16), which records his last walking tour in the Middle Country
(Majjhimadesd). Before the beginning of the Rains Retrea (Vassang the Buddha walked
from Rajagaha to Vesald where he stayed for a number of months. Eventually the Buddha
left Vesalad and started walking North and attained Complete EmancipationRarinibbana) at
Kusinara.

Looking at the map it very much appearsas though the Buddha was actually heading for his
home town of Kapilavatthu but succumbed to his illness on the way. The Buddha fell ill with
dysentry in Pava and according to the very sad story in the Commentary, on the last day of
his tour he actually had to sit down and rest no less than 25 times before reaching Kusinara
in the evening.
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Sararavibhago
The Distribution of the Relics

The exact positions of Pipphalivana, Allakappa, and Veihadapa are not known. One of the
more interesting things this mapbrings out is that Savatthd and Baradasa did not get a share
of the relics, and apart from the relics that were taken to Vesalad and Rajagaha, all the others
were distributed locally.

from Mahaparinibbanasuttai

e Then the Magadhan King Ajatasattu, the sorof Lady Wisdom, made a Shrine
for the Gracious One's bodily relics at Rajagaha and held a festival.

e The Licchavas from Vesala made a Shrine for the Gracious One's bodily relics
at Vesala and held a festival.

e The Sakyas from Kapilavatthu made a Shrine for he Gracious One's bodily
relics at Kapilavatthu and held a festival.

e The Bulas of Allakappa made a Shrine for the Gracious One's bodily relics at
Allakappa and held a festival.

e The Koliyas of Ramagama made a Shrine for the Gracious One's bodily relics
at Ramagama and held a festival.

e The Vefnhadéapaka brahmin made a Shrine for the Gracious One's bodily relics
at Vefihadapa and held a festival.

e The Mallas of Pava made a Shrine for the Gracious One's bodily relics at Pava
and held a festival.



