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Preface

In preparing this text and translation for publication | have divided it

into a number of versions. In the Buddhst Texts and Studies section
[MPP FI JSYRH XLI 48 M XI\X XSKIXLIV [MXL XLI
more technical work dealing with the establishment of the text, and
considers the text from the point of view of its grammar, prosody, and

how the material has been collected.

In the Texts and Translations section | present the full text and
translation with annotations which help to explain matters that may
not be clear from the text itself. | have therefore translated sections
from the Commentary, addednotes on the history and geography, and
explained points of doctrine whenever it seemed necessary.

In the English section there is the translation only, with somewhat less
notes than in the Text and Translations section, which is intended for
the casual eader who wants a reliable translation but is not interested

in the technical matters concerning the original text itself.

- EQ ZIV] KVEXIJYP XS (LEQQEGRVé 'LMXXETRP
translation and making many valuable corrections and suggestiorfer
MQTVSZIQIRX LMW ORS[PIHKI SJ 483 M ERH
willingness to help with this work, are greatly appreciated. If anyone

else has any corrections please let me know aihandajoti@gmail.com

Pnandapti Bhikkhu
May 2008



Map of the Realised One's Last Tour

|
KosaLi

e

,
Kusex AnA ——c-‘_

MarLtA

4
Swe Riaacama




The Discourse about the Great Emancipation

[The First Chapter for Recitation]

? IMRK %NRXEWEXXYA
Thus | heard:

%X SRI XMQI XLI +VEGMSYW 3RI [EW PMZMREF

Vultures' Peak Mountain®

2S[ EX XLEX XMQI XLI 1EKEH LEtRe s RKLayN B X E
Wisdom, had a desire to attack the Vajjiané. .l WEMH XLMW E
annihilate these Vajjians, who are so successful, so powerful, 1 will

'8LI HMWGSYVWI STIRW EFSYX SRI JIEV FIJSVI XLI 4
the capital of the Magadhan State, and Vulture's Peak was one dlfie 7
mountains surrounding the city.

Z%NRXEWEXXY GEQI XS TS[IV MR 1EKEHLE EFSYX ]I
His name is an epithet meaningone with no born enemybut after he had
WXEVZIH LMW *EXLIV XS HIEXL XLI KSSH fIMRK &M(
interpreted to meanone who was an enemy (to his Father even) before
being born

% The Kingdom of Magadha and the Vajjian Republic were neighbouring
countries. According to the Commentary they seem to have been in dispute
about control of the trade along the Ganges river. The period the Buddha
was living in saw the gradual rise of the Monarchies to power, displacing
the Republics until a couple of centuries later the whole of India was
eventually united under King Asoka.
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The First Chapter for Recitation

destroy the Vajjians, | will bring about the downfall and destruction
SJ XLI :ENNMERWE

8LIR XLI 1EKEHLER /MRK %NRXEWEXXY *XLI V
EHHVIWWIH XLI 1EKEHLER GLMIJ QMRMWXIV

(saying).5

E+S FVELQMR ERH ETTVSEGL XLI +VEGMSYW
worship the Gracious One's feet in my name, and ask whether he is

free from sickness, free from illness, in good health, and living
GSQJSVXEFP] ERH WE] A8LI 1EKEHLER /MRK
Lady Wisdom, reverend Sir, worships with his head at the Gracious

One's feet,and asks whether you are free from sickness, free from
MPPRIWW MR KSSH LIEPXL ERH PMZMRK GSQJ

%RH WE] XLMW A8LI 1EKEHLER /MRK %NRBXE
;MWHSQ VIZIVIRH 7MV HIWMVIW XS EXXEGO X
will annihilate t hese Vajjians, who are so successful, so powerful, |

will destroy the Vajjians, | will bring about the downfall and
HIWXVYGXMSR SJ XLI :ENNMERW E %RH NYWX
you, after learning it well, you must inform me, for the Realised Ones

HS RSX WTIEO JEPWIP] E

* The lady in question was the daghter of a King of Kosala.

5 We find later on in this discourse that there were two chief ministers under
%NBRXEWEXXY 7YRéHLE ERH :EWWEORVE



The First Chapter for Recitation

E:IV] [IPP HIEV 7MV E ERH XLI| 1EKEHLER GLM
"EWWEORVE EJXIV VITP]MRK XS XLI 1EKEHLER
Lady Wisdom, and having (many) great and august vehicles prepared,

and mounting (those) great ad august vehicles, departed with those
KVIEX ERH EYKYWX ZILMGPIW JVSQ 6RNEKELE
vehicle to the Vultures' Peak Mountain as far as the ground for
vehicles (would allow), and descending from the vehicles, he
approached the Gracious Oa by foot, and after approaching, he
exchanged greetings with the Gracious One, and after exchanging
courteous talk and greetings, he sat down on one side. While sitting on

SRI WMHI XLI 1EKEHLER GLMIJ QMRMWXIV XL
this to the Gracious One:

E8LI 1EKEHLER /MRK %NRXEWEXXY XLI WSR
Gotama, worships with his head at dear Gotama's feet, and asks
whether you are free from sickness, free from illness, in good health,

and living comfortably.6

8LI 1EKEHLER /MRK theNddixX BMLEIY X\Wisdom, dear
+SXEQE HIWMVIW XS EXXEGO XLI :ENNMERW |

these Vajjians, who are so successful, so powerful, | will destroy the

® This is an example of what is called elsewherecourteous talk and
greetings Notice he doesn't wait for a reply because it is a formality, and
a reply was not expected.



The First Chapter for Recitation

Vajjians, | will bring about the downfall and destruction of the
"ENNMERWA E

[2: Seven Things which Prevent Decline in the Vajjians] ’

2S[ EX XLEX XMQI ZIRIVEFPI PRERHE [EW WXS
One fanning the Gracious oné. Then the Gracious One addressed
ZIRIVEFPI PRERHE WE]MRK

1) E,EZI ]SY LIEVH PRERHE A &lelregalily MiBRW E
EWWIQFPI JVIUYABRXERBIALEEVH XLMW VIZIVIF
"ENNMERW EWWIQFPI VIKYPEVP] ERH EWWIC
PSRK PRERHE EW XLl :ENNMERW [MPP EWW

JVIUYIRXP] WYVIP] KVS[XL dxpeaidRiH@ thIW X
Vajjians not decline.

" The seven things whichprevent decline for the Vajjians are echoed later in
XLI IMVWX SJ XLI WIZIR XLMRKW XLEX TVIZIRX HIG

83V XLI TEW X nandaBadwedn the Buddha's main attendent,
YTE L Wiich literally means: one who stands near

°The BuddhE HSIWR X VITP] HMVIGXP] XS :BaNdAEBRVE F
":EWWEORVE [MXLMR PMWXIRMRK VERKI WS LI GER

° The Commentary explains the importance of meeting regularly and
frequently by saying when that is the case they will hear rgorts affecting

the security of the country as they happen and will be able to deal with it
there and then.



2)

3)

4)

The First Chapter for Recitation

,EZ1 ]SY LIEVH PRERHE A8LI :ENNMERW EWYV
YRERMQSYWP] ERH GEVV] SYX XLIMV :ENNNM
E- LEZI LIEVH XLMW VIZIVIRH 7MV XLEX
unanimously, rise unaninously, and carry out their Vajjian duties

YRERMQSYWP] E E*XSV EW PSRK PRERHE EW
unanimously, rise unanimously, and carry out their Vajjian duties

YRERMQSYWP] WYVIP] KVS[XL PRERHE MW

Vajjians not decline.

,EZI ]1SY LIEVH PRERHE A8LI :ENNMERW H¢
laws that were not established, (or) cut off (old) laws that were
established, and carry on with such laws as were accepted in the
%RGMIRX :ENNMER 'SRWXMXYXMSR#ASIE E- L
A8LlI :ENNMERW HS RSX IWXEFPMWL RI]J
established, (or) cut off (old) laws that were established, and they

carry on with such laws as were accepted in the Ancient Vajjian
'SRWXMXYXMSR A E E*SV EW PSRK PRERHI
establish (new) laws that were not established, (or) cut off (old)

laws that were established, and they carry on with such laws as

were accepted in the Ancient Vajjian Constitution surely growth,
PRERHE MW XS FI I\TIGXIH JSV XLI :ENNMER

Have ]|SY LIEVH PRERHE A8LI :ENNMERW LSR
Vajjians, respect, revere, worship and think them worth listening
XS#A E E- LEZI LIEVH XLMW VIZIVIRH 7MV
elders of the Vajjians, respect, revere, worship and think them
wWSVXL PMWXIRMRK XS A E E*SV EW PSRK b

9



5)

6)
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honour the elders of the Vajjians, respect, revere, worship and
XLMRO XLIQ [SVXL PMWXIRMRK XS WYVIP]
expected for the Vajjians not decline.

,EZ1 ]SY LIEVH B &8jldMs dd\not coerce and force
XLIMV [SQIR ERH KMVPW XS H[IPP [MXL XLIC
E- LEZI LIEVH XLMW VIZIVIRH 7MV AS8LI :EN
force their women and girls to dwell (with them) against their

[MPP A E E*SVWREWRHEREKW XLI :ENNMERW [MP
force their women and girls to dwell (with them) against their

[MPP WYVIP] KVS[XL PRERHE MW XS FI I\TI
decline.

,EZ1 ]SY LIEVH PRERHE AS8LI :ENNMERW LSR
amongstthe Vajjians, both within and without (the city), respect,

revere, and worship (them), and do not allow the righteous
sacrifices that were formerly given, formerly made, to be
RIKPIGXIH#A E E- LEZI LIEVH XLMW VIZIV]
honour the Vajjian shrines amongst the Vajjians, both within and
without (the city), respect, revere, and worship (them), and do not

allow the righteous sacrifices that were formerly given, formerly

" The parallel to this in the following section reads: For as long as the

monks do not come under the influence of craving which has arisen for
continued existence; which seems a bit tenuous.

10



7)

The First Chapter for Recitation

QEHI XS FI RIKPIGXIH E E*SV EW PSRK PRE]
honour the Vajjian shrines amongst the Vajjians, both within and
without (the city), respect, revere, and worship (them), and do not

allow the righteous sacrifices that were formerly given, formerly

QEHI XS FI RIKPIGXIH WYVIP] KVS[XldfopRERH

the Vajjians not declinel?

,EZI ]SY LIEVH PRERHE A8LI :ENNMERW
arrangements in regard to the lawful protection, safety, and
guarding of the Worthy Ones, so that Worthy Ones in the future

can enter the realm, and having entered the Wighy Ones can live
GSQJSVXEFP] MR XLI VIEPQ#E E- LEZI LIEVH
Vajjians have made good arrangements in regard to the lawful
protection, safety, and guarding of the Worthy Ones, and that the
Worthy Ones in the future can enter the ream, and having
IRXIVIH XLI ;SVXL] 3RIW GER PMZI GSQJSVXE
aslong, PRERHE EW XLI :ENNMERW [MPP QEOI
regard to the lawful protection, safety, and guarding of the
Worthy Ones, and that the Worthy Ones in the future can enter

the realm, and having entered, the Worthy Ones can live

2 This gives the lie to the belief that the Buddha opposed all forms of

sacrifice. It would seem he was only opposed to those that were against
moral principles, like animal sacrifices and the like. Similarly wit h rites
and rituals, it was clinging to them and the mistaken notion that these are
sufficient in themselves that the Buddha opposed, not their performance
entirely.

11



The First Chapter for Recitation

comfortably in the reaPQ WYVIP] KVS[XL PRERHE
INTIGXIH JSV XLI :ENNMERW RSX HIGPMRI E

Then the Gracious One addressed the Magadhan chief minister the
FVELQMR :EWWEORVE WE]J]MRK E%X SRI XMQI
IWRBPé RIEV XS XLI 7RVERHEIHdagmitheNWgjianE RH X
these seven things which prevent declin€ For as long, brahmin, as

the Vajjians maintain these seven things which prevent decline, and

the Vajjians agree with these seven things which prevent decline,
surely growth, brahmin, is to be expected for the Vajjians not

HIGPMRI E

After this was said, the Magadhan chief minister the brahmin
VassakBVE EHHVIWWIH XLI +VEGMSYW 3Rl WE]MF
Gotama, were endowed with even one or the other of these seven
things which prevent decline, surely growth is to be expected not
decline, what to say about having seven things which preventatline?

The Vajjians cannot be overcome, dear Gotama, by the Magadhan
IMRK %NRBXEWEXXY XLI WSR SJ OEH] ;MWHSQ

diplomacy, or through the breaking of an alliance!* And now, dear

13 This discourse is preserved at AN Bk 7.21. The Buddha often seems to have
stayed at or rear Shrines, as we will see later in this discourse.

“%GGSVHMRK XS XLI 'SQQIRXEV] IMRK %NBXEWEXXY
concocted an elaborate plan and did in fact manage to destroy the Vajjians
three years after the Buddha'sT E V M R by Bdwih g dissension and
breaking up their unity.

12



The First Chapter for Recitation

Gotama, we shall go, as we have many duties, and theris much
[LMGL SYKLX XS FI HSRI E

E2S[ MW XLI XMQI FVELQMR JSV [LEXh&iV ]S)
XLl 1IEKEHLER GLMIJ QMRMWXIV XLI FVELQMR
rejoicing and gladly receiving this word of the Gracious One, rose

from his seat and departe.

[3: Seven Things which
Prevent Decline in the Community (1 -7)]

Then the Gracious One, not long after the Magadhan chief minister,

XLl FVELQMR :EWWEORVE LEH KSRI EHHVIV
WE]JMRK E+S PRERHE ERH [LEXIZIV QSRO\
HITIRHIRGI SR $ENMBKELEP|I XLIQ MR XLI %XXIRH

E:IV] [IPP VIZIVIRH 7TMV E WEMH ZIRIVEFPI PR
to the Gracious One, and assembling whatever monks there were
PMZMRK MR HITIRHIRGI SR 6BNEKELE MR Xl
approached the Gracious One, and after approaching and worshipping

the Gracious One, he stood on one side.

!5 This is a polite way of giving permission to leave.

'® Living in dependenceis an idiom which meanssubsisting on alms food(in
the city).

13



The First Chapter for Recitation

; LMPI WXERHMRK SR SRI WMHI ZIRIVEFPI PR
+VEGMSYW 3RI ES8LI 'SQQYRMX] SJ QSROW LE.
Sir, now is the time, GraGMSYW 3RI JSV [LEXIZIV ]SY EV|

Then the Gracious One after rising from his seat approached the
Attendance Hall, and after approaching he sat down on the prepared

seat. While sitting the Gracious One addressed the monks, (saying):

E - [M P Pydul $&&h things which prevent decline, listen to it, apply
]ISYV QMRHW [IPP ERLHE-:I[\MP[FPPWTF\EQIEIRH 7MV

monks replied to the Gracious One, and the Gracious One said this:

1) E*SV EW PSRK QSROW EW XLI QSROW [MP
assemble frequently, surely growth, monks, is to be expected for

the monks, not decline®

2) For as long, monks, as the monks will assemble unanimously, rise
unanimously, and carry out their Community duties unanimously,
surely growth, monks, is to be expeted for the monks, not

decline.

" Here and throughout this discourse we see the Buddha's concern for the
future welfare of the Community after his passing away, it vety much
looks like the Buddha was spontaneously applying the teaching about the

:ENNéW XS XLI 7E KLE LIVI

'8 The Commentary explains that when they assemble regularly and
frequently they will hear of faults in the Community and quickly correct
them, and lax monks will soon leave the Community.

14



3)

4)

5)

6)

The First Chapter for Recitation

For as long, monks, as the monks do not establish (new) laws that
were not established, (or) cut off (old) laws that were
established® and they carry on with such training-rules as have
been accepted, surely growth, monksis to be expected for the

monks, not decline.

For as long, monks, as the monks will honour the elder monks,
those of long-standing, a long time goneforth, the Fathers of the
Community, the Leaders of the Community, respect, revere,
worship and think them worth listening to, surely growth, monks,

is to be expected for the monks, not decline.

For as long, monks, as the monks will hot come under the
influence of craving which has arisen for continued existence,
surely growth, monks, is to be expected for themonks, not

decline.

For as long, monks, as the monks will have desire for forest
dwellings, surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks,

not decline.

¥ The Commentary gives as an example of the latter the 10 practices that the

IWRBPé QSROW XVMIH XS GLERKI [LMGL IZIRXYEPP]

Vin. I, p. 293ff). However, later in the discourse the Buddha willallow
the monks to abrogate the minor rules (se@&9: The Final Advice, below).

15



The First Chapter for Recitation

7) For as long, monks, as the monks individually will attend to the
ways of mindfulness, so thattheir fellow celibates, who are well-
behaved, in the future can come, and having come to their fellow
celibates, who are welbehaved, can live comfortably, surely

growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks, not decline.

For as long, monks, as the mon& will maintain these seven things
which prevent decline, and the monks will agree with these seven
things which prevent decline, surely growth, monks, is to be expected

for the monks, not decline.

[4: Seven Further Things which

Prevent Decline in the Comm unity (8 -14)]

I will teach you a further seven things which prevent decline, listen to
MX ETTP] ]SYV QMRHW [IPP ERH - [MPP WTIEO

E:IV] [IPP VIZIVIRH 7MV E XLSWI QSROW VITPI

and the Gracious One said this:

1) E*SV EW PSR Kthan®RkS &ve n&t\evoted to the pleasure
in work, the delight in work, and are not attached to work, surely

growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks, not decliné®

% The Commentary explains that the monks should, of course, do their duties
at at the proper time, and devote themselves to study and meditation at
other times.

16



2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

The First Chapter for Recitation

For as long, monks, as the monks are not devoted to the pleasure
in speech, the delght in speech, and are not attached to speech,
surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks, not

decline?*

For as long, monks, as the monks are not devoted to the pleasure
in sleep, the delight in sleep, and are not attached to sleep, surely
growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks, not decline.

For as long, monks, as the monks are not devoted to the pleasure
of company, the delight in company, and are not attached to
company, surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks,

not decline.

For as long, monks, as the monks do not have evil wishes, do not
go under the influence of evil wishes, surely growth, monks, is to

be expected for the monks, not decline.

For as long, monks, as the monks do not have wicked friends, do

not have wicked campanions, do not have wicked comrades,

% The sort of speech meant is frivolous talk. Talking about Dhamma is

IRGSYVEKIH -R XLI 9HBRRE XLI &YHHLE WEMH QSRC

the Dhamma or maintain noble silence (e.g. Ud. 2).

17



The First Chapter for Recitation

surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks, not

decline??

7) For as long, monks, as the monks do not achieve only mundane or
incomplete attainment®> surely growth, monks, is to be expected

for the monks, not decline.

For as long, monks, as the monks will maintain these seven things
which prevent decline, and the monks will agree with these seven
things which prevent decline, surely growth, monks, is to be expected
for the monks, not decline.

[5: Seven Further T hings which
Prevent Decline in the Community (15 -21)]

| will teach you a further seven things which prevent decline, listen to
MX ETTP] ]SYV QMRHW [IPP ERH - [MPP WTIEO

E:IV] [IPP VIZIVIRH 7TMV E XLSWI QSROW VITPI
and the Graciows One said this:

2 Having a good friend, a good companion, a good comradeQ EP]R EQMXXE
kalyB EWELR]S OEP]R ESsEOD BehElpiISor those who are
not yet mature in the monk's life (Ud. 4-1).

% Any attainments that fall short of Arahatta.

18
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1) E*SV EW PSRK QSROW EW XLI QSROW [MPP

monks, is to be expected for the monks, not decliné’

2) For as long, monks, as the monks will have a conscientious mind,
surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the mong, not
decline.

3) For as long, monks, as the monks will have a sense of shame,
surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks, not

decline.

4) For as long, monks, as the monks will be learned, surely growth,

monks, is to be expected for the monks, not deline.*

5) For as long, monks, as the monks will be strenuous, surely growth,

monks, is to be expected for the monks, not decline.

6) For as long, monks, as the monks will attend to mindfulness,
surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks, not

decline.

# This and the following things which prevent decline are known as the
Seven Good QualitiesFEXXEWEHHLWEIQ QE KeXMWY XXE (2

% The Commentary explains that learning here means specificallariyatti
(knowledge of scripture).

19
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7) For as long, monks, as the monks will possess wisdom, surely
growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks, not decline.

For as long, monks, as the monks will maintain these seven things
which prevent decline, and the monks will agree with these seven
things which prevent decline, surely growth, monks, is to be expected

for the monks, not decline.

[6: Seven Further Things which
Prevent Decline in the Community (22 -28)]

I will teach you a further seven things which prevent decline, listen to
it,appyyoYV QMRHW [IPP ERH - [MPP WTIEO E

E:IV] [IPP VIZIVIRH 7MV E XLSWI QSROW VITP!
and the Gracious One said this:

1) E*SV EW PSRK QSROW EW XLI QSROW [MP
Perfect Awakening that is Mindfulness, surely growth, monks,is

to be expected for the monks, not decliné®

2) For as long, monks, as the monks will develop the factor of

Perfect Awakening that is Investigation of (the nature of) things,

% These are known as the Seven Factors of Complete Awakening
(TEXXEWEQFSWINLE KKEE XMWY XXE SNRLE KERHE&]Y XX
(SN 46) for more details.

20
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4)

5)

6)

7)
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surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks, not

decline.

For as long, nonks, as the monks will develop the factor of
Perfect Awakening that is Energy, surely growth, monks, is to be

expected for the monks, not decline.

For as long, monks, as the monks will develop the factor of
Perfect Awakening that is Rapture, surely growth monks, is to be

expected for the monks, not decline.

For as long, monks, as the monks will develop the factor of
Perfect Awakening that is Calm, surely growth, monks, is to be

expected for the monks, not decline.

For as long, monks, as the monks will deelop the factor of
Perfect Awakening that is Concentration, surely growth, monks, is
to be expected for the monks, not decline.

For as long, monks, as the monks will develop the factor of
Perfect Awakening that is Equanimity, surely growth, monks, is to

be expected for the monks, not decline.

For as long, monks, as the monks will maintain these seven things

which prevent decline, and the monks will agree with these seven

things which prevent decline, surely growth, monks, is to be expected

for the monks, not decline.

21
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[7: Seven Further Things which
Prevent Decline in the Community (29 -35)]

| will teach you a further seven things which prevent decline, listen to
MX ETTP] ]SYV QMRHW [IPP ERH - [MPP WTIEO

E:IV] [IPP VIZIVIRH 7MV E XLSWIGRQGROWe,VITPI
and the Gracious One said this:

1) EXSV EW PSRK QSROW EW XLI QSROW [MPP
impermanence, surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the

monks, not decline?’

2) For as long, monks, as the monks will develop the perceptiomwf
non-self, surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks,

not decline?®

*’ These are known as the Seven Perceptiond EXXEWBKFIBR 7E KEXMW Y X
(DN 33). Compare it with the 10 perceptions that were taught to Ven.
+MVMQRRERHE %2 [LMGL MRGPtieHl XLIWI WIZ
perception of nondelight in the whole world( WEFFEPSOIl EREFLMVEX
the perception of impermanence in all process§eSWEFFEWE OLRBVIWY
E R M G G E iMritifdliRess while breathing(BRB3 TR RE W E XM

% The teaching of nonself may be said to be the most charactesiic thing
about the Buddha's teaching, which sets it apart from the other religions
both then and now.

22



3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

The First Chapter for Recitation

For as long, monks, as the monks will develop the perception of
the unattractive, surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the

monks, not decline?®

For as long, monks, asthe monks will develop the perception of
danger, surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks, not

decline>°

For as long, monks, as the monks will develop the perception of
giving up, surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks,

not decline **

For as long, monks, as the monks will develop the perception of
dispassion, surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks,

not decline>?

For as long, monks, as the monks will develop the perception of
cessation, surely growth, monks, is to bexpected for the monks,

not decline.

% The perception of the unattractivés defined as reflecting on the 32 parts of

the body, such as the hairs of the head, body hairs, nails, teeth, skin

% The perception of dangemeans seeing how the body is subject to all sorts

of diseases and other ailments.

%! The perception of giving upmeans giving up wrong intention and

establishing right intention ( WEQQRWE. OETTE

32 The perception of dispassiorand the following perception of cessatiorare

defined as retiring to a quiet place and attaining RMFE R R E

23
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For as long, monks, as the monks will maintain these seven things
which prevent decline, and the monks will agree with these seven
things which prevent decline, surely growth, monks, is to be expected
for the monks, not decline.

[8: Six Things which
Prevent Decline in the Community (36 -41)]

| will teach you a further six things which prevent decline, listen to it,
ETTP] ]JSYV QMRHW [IPP ERH - [MPP WTIEO E

E:IV] [IPP VIZIVIRH 7MV E XLSWI QSROW,VITP!
and the Gracious One said this:

1) E*SV EW PSRK QSROW EW XLI QSROW [MXL
the body will serve (their) fellow celibates, both in public and in
private, surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks, not

decline®

2) For as long, monks, as the monks with friendly actions by way of
speech will serve (their) fellow celibates, both in public and in
private, surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks, not
decline.

% These are known as the Six Things to be Remembered
('LEWRBVE é]|BRHLWQIQME KEXMWY XXE (2

24



3)

4)

5)

The First Chapter for Recitation

For as long, monks, as the monks with friendly actions byway of
the mind will serve (their) fellow celibates, both in public and in
private, surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks, not

decline*

For as long, monks, as the monks (in regard to) those righteous
gains, received in accordance with theTeaching - whatever
amount has been received in the bowt will divide and share such
gains with those who are virtuous, fellow celibates, and share
(them) in common, surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the

monks, not decline.

For as long, monks,as the monks (are endowed with) those virtues
which are unbroken, faultless, unspotted, unblemished, productive
of freedom, praised by the wise, not clung to, leading to
concentration, (and) will live endowed with virtue amongst their
fellow celibates who (themselves) possess such virtue, both in
public and in private, surely growth, monks, is to be expected for
the monks, not decline.

% The Commentary defines friendly acts by way of the body as referring to

the rules of etiquette recorded in the Khandakas, such as the reciprocal
duties between teachers and students, etc.; friendly acts by way of speech
as giving instruction in the Discipline, meditation, and the Teaching; and
friendly acts by way of the mind as developing friendliness meditation
(QIXXEFLRZERR
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6) For as long, monks, as the monks (are endowed with) that which
is Ariyan View, which leads out, which leads to the complete
destruction of suffering for one who acts thus, (and) will live
endowed with (Right) View amongst those who (themselves)
possess such (Right) View, both in public and in private, surely

growth, monks, is to be expected for the monks, not decline.

For as long, monks, as the monks will maintain these six things which
prevent decline, and the monks will agree with these six things which
prevent decline, surely growth, monks, is to be expected for the
QSROW RSX HIGPMRI E

* % %

There also the Gracious One, whPI PMZMRK RIEV 6RBNEKE
Vultures' Peak Mountain, spoke frequently to the monks about the
Teaching, (saying):

E7YGL MW ZMVXYI WYGL MW GSRGERNWEXMSR
well-developed it yields great fruit and brings great advantages in
regard to concentration, when concentration is weHldeveloped it

yields great fruit and brings great advantages in regard to wisdom,

B Comm: IXXLE GEXYTRVMWYHHLMWéPE WéEPE GMXXIC
ZMTEWWERRTE?22[ T E;?Rdte K shoild HeVuKdefstedd thatv é P E
is the fourfold purification virtue ?4R3XMQSOOLE VIWESKMEMRX WIF
pure livelihood, requisitespurity], W E Q igHoné&/pointedness of mind, and
T E 22%8insight-wisdom
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when wisdom is welldeveloped the mind is completely liberated from
the pollutants, that is to say: the pollutant of sensuigy, the pollutant
SJ GVEZMRK JSV GSRXMRYIH I\MWXIRGI XLI T

[9: The Story of the Teaching at Ambala LMORA

8LIR XLl +VEGMSYW 3RI EJXIV PMZMRK RIEV 6
PMOIH EHHVIWWIH ZIRIVEEPI PRERHE WE]MF
ETTVSEGL %QFEPE LMOR E

E:IV] [IPP VIZIVIRH 7MV E ZIRIVEFPI PRERHE \
One. Then the GraciousOne together with a great Community of
QSROW EVVMZIH EX %QFEPE LMOR 8LIVI XLI
%QFEPE LMORB MR XLI /IMRK W 6IWX ,SYWI

* % %

8LIVI EPWS XLI +VEGMSYW 3RI [LMPI PMZMRE
King's Rest House, spoke frequently to te monks about the Teaching,

(saying):

E7YGL MW ZMVXYl WYGL MW GSRGIRXVEXMSR

well-developed it yields great fruit and brings great advantages in

% The name means the Place of the Mango Sapling. The Buddha often stayed
there while on tour, and on other occasions preached e.g. the
&VELQENRPEWYXXE (2 -BERHSRRHEWEK X XK O EL 2

there.
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regard to concentration, when concentration is weldeveloped it
yields great fruit and brings great advantages in regard to wisdom,
when wisdom is welldeveloped the mind is completely liberated from
the pollutants, that is to say: the pollutant of sensuality, the pollutant
of (craving for) continued existence, the pollutant of ignoVER G| E

? TBVMTYXXE W OMSR W 6SEVA

8LIR XLl +VEGMSYW 3RI EJXIV PMZMRK RIEV %
LI PMOIH EHHVIWWIH ZIRIVEFPI PRERHE WE]I
ETTVSEGL 28 ERHR E

E:IV] [IPP VIZIVIRH 7MV E ZIRIVEFPI| Bd®HERHE \
One. Then the Gracious One together with a great Community of
QSROW EVVMZIH EX 2B ERHR 8LIVI XLI +VEC
28 ERHR MR 4R3ZBRVMOE W 1ERKS ;SSH

8LIR ZIRIVEFPI 7BVMTYXXE ETTVSEGLIH XLI +
approaching and worshippingthe Gracious One, he sat down on one

WMHI ;LMPI WMXXMRK SR SRI WMHI ZIRIVEFP
+VEGMSYW 3Rl E- LEZI GSRIJMHIRGI VIZIVIRH

2R ERHRBR [EW SRP] E PIEKYI E[E] JV3@Xxi6RdtresKELE E
%X SXLIV XMQIW MX [EW XLI WIXXMRK JSV XLI /IZE
9TBRPMWYXXE 12 EQSRKWX SXLIVW -X FIGEQI >
Buddhist Universty in India.

¥ 8LMW [EW E QSREWXIV] FEYMPX JSV XLI &YHHLE F] -
JVSQ /ISWEQFé WII (442
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in this way: that neither in the past, the future, or at present is there
found another ascetic or brahmin who has more deep knowledge in
VIKEVH XS 41VJIGX %[EOIRMRK XLER XLI +VEGM

E=SY LEZI WTSOIR XLMW KVIEX ERH MQTSW|
definite, (well- KVEWTIH PMSR W VSEV XLEX [EW VS
confidence, reverend Sir, in the Gracious One in this way: that neither

in the past, the future, or at present is there found another ascetic or
brahmin who has more deep knowledge in regard to Perfect
%[EOIRMRK XLER XLI +VEGMSYW 3RI A

&YX LEZI JSY 7RV MDY HesE whoRiR psasividh8s, were
Worthy and Perfect Sambuddhas, and known with your mind the
minds of those Gracious Ones? (Or that) those Gracious Ones had such
and such virtues, those Gracious Ones had such and such qualities,
those Gracious Ones had sl and such wisdom, those Gracious Ones
had such and such lifestyles, those Gracious Ones had such and such
PMFIVEXMSRW#E

E2S VIZIVIRH 7MV E

E&YX LEZIRBMTYXXE YRHIVWXSSH XLSWI [LS
will be Worthy and Perfect Sambuddhas, and known with your mind

the minds of those Gracious Ones? (Or that) those Gracious Ones will

have such and such virtues, those Gracious Ones will have such and
sud qualities, those Gracious Ones will have such and such wisdom,
those Gracious Ones will have such and such lifestyles, those Gracious
3RIW [MPP LEZI WYGL ERH WYGL PMFIVEXMSRW
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E2S VIZIVIRH 7MV E

E&YX LEZI ]SY YRHIVWXSSH - [LS E@dPEféecT VIWI
Sambuddha, and known with your mind (my) mind? (Or that) the
Gracious One has such and such virtues, the Gracious One has such
and such qualities, the Gracious One has such and such wisdom, the
Gracious One has such and such a lifestyle, the @tious One has such

ERH WYGL E PMFIVEXMSR#E

E2S VIZIVIRH 7MV E

E,IVI XLIR 7BVMTYXXE MR VIKEVH XS XLSWI
Worthy and Perfect Sambuddhas you have no full and exact
ORS[PIHKI [MXL ]SYV S[R QMRH 8LIR L®{ MW I
that you have spoken (such) a great and imposing speech, a definite,
(wel- KVEWTIH PMSR W VSEV XLEX [EW VSE\
confidence, reverend Sir, in the Gracious One in this way: that neither

in the past, the future, or at present is there bund another ascetic or
brahmin who has more deep knowledge in regard to Perfect
%[EOIRMRK XLER XLI +VEGMSYW 3RIA#E

E- HS RSX VIZIVIRH 7MV MR VIKEVH XS XLSW
Worthy and Perfect Sambuddhas have full and exact knowledge with
(my own) mind. However, | understand (what | said) is in conformity

with the Teaching.

It is like a King's city, reverend Sir, near the border areas, having

strong foundations, strong walls and gateways, and a single door, and
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there is a watchman, wise, accomghed, and intelligent, warding off

those unknown, and letting through those welknown. While going

around the road on inspection through the whole of that city he may

not see (such) fissures in the wall or openings in the wall that even a

cat could go ouX XLVSYKL MX QE] FI WS FYX LI O
grosser beings enter or depart from this city all of them surely enter

SV HITEVX XLVSYKL XLMW HSSV A

Similarly, reverend Sir, | understand it is in conformity with the
Teaching, that whoever, reverend Sir,in the past times, are Worthy
Ones, Perfect Sambuddhas, all those Gracious Ones, after giving up
the five hindrances>° have penetrated with wisdom the corruptions of
the mind that make one feeble, have established their minds in the
four ways of attending to mindfulness.;® and after developing just as it

is the Seven Factors of Awakening“,1 have awakened to the

unsurpassed and Perfect Awakening.

% The five hinderences (T E 2 G E R ¢ YdfesEndtiality (O R Q E G GLIE-RHE
will ( F] B T f},ISl&th and torpor (X L é R E Q Mvbairky I( ukkuccg, and
doubt (ZMGMPMGGLRB

“0 Attending to mindfulness of the body (O R]R R Y T [ ¥WalhgR R
(ZIHERRBRY J,mikdN & RIX X B R Y, BRd{the BaRuile of various)
things (HLE Q Q B RY 7.E5eéWEtBxBand translation of
1IELRWEXMTE LRREWYXXE IRWI[LIVI SR XLMW [IFW

“! The Seven Factors of Awakening W E X X E F 1) arl MiRdfililess Gati),
investigation of (the nature of) things (dhammavicayy, energy (viriya),
joyful-interest (T 8 cdmness (passaddhi), concentration/{ E Q (B, ldridM
equanimity (YTIOOLR
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That whoever, reverend Sir, in the future times, are Worthy Ones,
Perfect Sambuddhas all those Gracious Ones, aftgiving up the five
hindrances, and penetrating with wisdom the corruptions of the mind
that make one feeble, and establishing their minds in the four ways of
attending to mindfulness, and developing just as it is the Seven Factors
of Awakening, will awaken to the unsurpassed and Perfect

Awakening.

And the Gracious One, reverend Sir, in the present time, the Worthy
One, the Perfect Sambuddha, (also) after giving up the five
hindrances, has penetrated with wisdom the corruptions of the mind
that make one feeble, has established his mind in the four ways of
attending to mindfulness, and after developing just as it is the Seven
Factors of Awakening, has awoken to the unsurpassed and Perfect
%[EOIRMRK E

There also the Gracious One, while living near N3 ERHRB MR 4RZRV

Mango Wood, spoke frequently to the monks about the Teaching,

(saying):

E7YGL MW ZMVXYl WYGL MW GSRGIRXVEXMSR
well-developed it yields great fruit and brings great advantages in
regard to concentration, when concentration is welldeveloped it
yields great fruit and brings great advantages in regard to wisdom,

when wisdom is welldeveloped the mind is completely liberated from
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the pollutants, that is to say: the pollutant of sensuality, the pollutant
of( GVEZMRK JSV GSRXMRYIH I\MWXIRGI XLI TS

[11: The Advantages of Virtue]

Then the Gracious One, after living near N ERHR JSV EW PSR
PMOIH EHHVIWWIH ZIRIVEFPI PRERHE WE]MF
ETTVSEGL 4R*EPMKRQE E

E:IV] [IPP VIZIVIRH 7MV E ZIRIVEFPI PRERHE \
One. Then the Gracious One together with a great Community of
monks arrived EX 438 EPMKBQE

8LI PE]QIR SJ 4R EPMKRQE LIEVH E8LI +VEGM
VIEGLIH 48 EPMKRQE E 8LIR XLI PE]QIR SJ 4R E
Gracious One, and after approaching and worshipping the Gracious
One, they sat down on one side. While sittig on one side, the laymen
SJ 483 EPMKRBRQE WEMH XLMW XS XLI +VEGMSYW

“The moHIVR 4EXRE MX [EW EPWS ORS[R EW 4R EPMT)
became the capital of the Magadhan state some time after the Buddha's
4EVMRMFFRBRE ERH FIJSVI /IMRK %WSOE W VIMKR
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GSRWIRX VIZIVIRH 7MV XS WXFE]GMCHDUSS)(IN VIW

consented by maintaining silence.

8LIR XLI PE]JQIR SJ 43 EPMKRQE LEddUsRKe¥RHIV
consent, after rising from their seats, worshipping and
circumambulating the Gracious One, approached their rest house, and

after approaching, and spreading (the mats) so that the rest house was
spread all over, and preparing the seats, settingp the waterpot, and

lighting the oil -lamp, they approached the Gracious One, and after
approaching and worshipping the Gracious One, they stood on one
WMHI ;LMPI WXERHMRK SR SRI WMHI XLI PE]C

to the Gracious One:

ESLI VIWsK i spread with mats all over, reverend Sir, the seats
are prepared, the watefpot is set up, and the oitlamp is lit, now is the
XMQI VIZIVIRH 7TMV JSV [LEXIZIV XLI +VEGMSY

Then the Gracious One, having dressed in the evening timegfter
picking up his bowl and robe, together with the Community of monks,
approached the rest house, and after approaching, washing his feet,
and entering the rest house, he sat down near to the middle pillar,

“ 8Ll 'SQQIRXEV] XS XLI 9HRRE INTPEMRW XLEX XLMW
used before and they wanted the Buddha to bless it by being the first
person to stay there. Even now in Buddhist countries it is quite common to
ask monks to bless a new house by staying there first before the owners
move in.
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facing the East, and the Community of monks, &er washing their

feet, and entering the rest house, sat down (behind the Gracious One)

near the West wall, facing the East, having the Gracious One in front

SJ XLIQ %PWS XLI PE]JQIR SJ 408 EPMKRBQE

and entering the rest housesat down (in front of the Gracious One)
near the East wall, facing the West, having the Gracious One in front
(of them).

E

8LIR XLI +VEGMSYW 3RI EHHVIWWIH XLI PE]JQIR
ESLIVI EVI XLIWI JMZI HERKIVW LSYWIkHSPHIVW

for one who has lost his virtue.

What are the five?

1) Here, householders, one lacking in virtue, one who has lost his

virtue, because of being heedless undergoes a great loss of riches.

This is the first danger for one lacking in virtue, for one who has

lost his virtue.

2) Furthermore, householders, for one lacking in virtue, for one who

has lost his virtue, a bad report goes round. This is the second

danger for one lacking in virtue, for one who has lost his virtue.

3) Furthermore, householders, one lackingn virtue, one who has lost

his virtue, whatever assembly he approaches, whether an assembly
of Nobles, or an assembly of brahmins, or an assembly of

householders, or an assembly of ascetics, he approaches without
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confidence, with confusion. This is the thrd danger for one

lacking in virtue, for one who has lost his virtue.

4) Furthermore, householders, one lacking in virtue, one who has lost
his virtue, dies bewildered. This is the fourth danger for one

lacking in virtue, for one who has lost his virtue.

5) Furthermore, householders, one lacking in virtue, one who has lost
his virtue, at the break-up of the body, after death, arises in the
lower world, in an unfortunate destiny, in the fall, in the nether
regions. This is the fifth danger for one lacking in virt ue, for one

who has lost his virtue.

These are the five dangers, householders, for one lacking in virtue, for

one who has lost his virtue.

There are these five advantages, householders, for one who is

virtuous, for one accomplished in virtue?*
What are the five?

1) Here, householders, one who is virtuous, one accomplished in

virtue, because of being heedful obtains a great mass of riches.

4 The dangers (3 H é R Brfifadvantages (3 R M W) Ere/dffen mentioned as
antonyms in the discourses; what follows are the exact opposite of the
dangers listed above.
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This is the first advantage for one who is virtuous, for one

accomplished in virtue.

Furthermore, householders, of one whois virtuous, of one
accomplished in virtue, a good report goes round. This is the
second advantage for one who is virtuous, for one accomplished in

virtue.

Furthermore, householders, one who is virtuous, one accomplished
in virtue, whatever assembly he apmaches, whether an assembly
of Nobles, or an assembly of brahmins, or an assembly of
householders, or an assembly of ascetics, approaches with
confidence, without confusion. This is the third advantage for one

who is virtuous, for one accomplished in virtue.

Furthermore, householders, one who is virtuous, one accomplished
in virtue, dies without bewilderment. This is the fourth advantage

for one who is virtuous, for one accomplished in virtue.

Furthermore, householders, one who is virtuous, one accomplighe
in virtue, at the break-up of the body, after death, arises in a
fortunate destiny, in a Heavenly world. This is the fifth advantage

for one who is virtuous, for one accomplished in virtue.

These are the five advantages, householders, for one who is wi@us,
JSV SRI EGGSQTPMWLIH MR ZMVXYI E
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Then the Gracious One, after instructing, rousing, enthusing, and

cheering the laymen of PRR EPMKRQE JSV QSWX SJ XLI RI
about the Teaching® HMWQMWWIH XLIQ WE]JMRK ES8L
LSYWILSPHIVW RS[ MW XLI XMQI JSV [LEXIZIV ]

E:IV] [IPP VIZIVIRH 7TMV E WEMH XLSWI PE]JQIR
replying to the Gracious One, rising from their seats, worshipping and

circumambulating the Gracious One, went away.

8LIR XLI +VEGMSYW 3Rl RSX PSRK EJXIV XLI P

gone, entered an empty placéf.;
? &YMPHMRK YT 483 EPMKRBQEA

Now at that time the MEKEHLER GLMIJ QMRMWXIVW
'EWWEO[BVE FYMPHMRK YT E GMX] EX 4R EPMK

> The Commentary explains that this was a teaching and a blessing that was
not recorded by the elders at the First Council

“8 The Commentary explains that the monks screened off an area of the rest
house, and the Buddha lay down in the lion's posture\{ é L R)\ibEdstHor
a while.

3XLIV ZIVWMSRW SJ XLMW HMWGSYVWI HS RSX QIR
Commentary they weee both brahmins, not nobles, which shows that the
class system was not strictly applied at this time.

38



The First Chapter for Recitation

Vajjians.48 Then at that time a great many Divinities, thousands upon
XLSYWERHW [IVI XEOMRK TSWWIWWMSR SJ KV

In that place where the great Divinities took possession of grounds,
there the powerful rulers and great royal ministers' minds inclined to
building up residences.

In that place where the middling Divinities took possession of
grounds, there the middling rulers and middling royal ministers' minds

inclined to building up residences.

In that place where the lower Divinities took possession of grounds,
there the lower rulers and lower royal ministers' minds inclined to

building up residences.

The Gracious One saw with his Divineeye, w