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Introduction to the Text

The text of Buddhacarita reproduced here is essentially that edited bidward B.
Cowell, entitled:

TheBuddha-d bsj ub ps Mjgf pg Cveei b cz Bjwbhip
Indian poet of the early second century after Christ. Sanskrit

text, edited from a Devanagari and two Nepalese manuscripts with

variant readings, a preface, notes and in index of names.

which was originally published by the Oxford University Press in 1893, as Part VII of
its Anecdota Oxoniensia, Aryan Series. This was republished together with the
translation in India by Cosmo Publications, New Delhi, in 1997.

It has been partly supplemented b¥. H. Johnstonat f ej uj po pg ui f tbnf
The Buddhacarita: Or, Acts of the Buddha; which was published as No 31 of the
Panjab University Oriental Publications, in Calcutta in 1935.

The texts in both editions is printed in Devanagari script. The text in Roman script

presented here has been prepared using a database entittgdwb hi p6é bat Cveei bd
A machine readable transliteration , edited by Peter Schreiner, in February 1990,

xijdi sfgspevdf e paysagoptspno-atb nipeojhujxpjouij oDp x f mma
readings.

The original database has been converted to normal diacrital markings, subsequently

proof-read, and the metrical markings have been added in by the present writer. In
Dpxfmmat ufyu bmm uif d)panttms habbeedn fobowgdu uf o bt

i fsf- fydfqgu bu uif foe pg italabial -y gsestmhamah b - x i f
in Sanskrit.

The text also accompanies the translation by Cowell which appears elsewhere on this

website? Here however the text differs in some small respects to the edition printed

there, because it has been my purpose to alyse the work and arrive at a correct
understandingof A wbhi p6ébat gsptpez- xijdi dbo pomz ¢
tnbmm bekvtunfout up Dpxf mmat ufyu/

Gps jotubodf jo Dpxfmmat fejujpo dfsubjo wfs
spurious. These have been printed here, but not analysed, as they throw light on the
text. Also certain readings were adopted by Cowell which we can be sure go against

lei ot poat fejujpo )boe Tdi anfisyambsshe glavemimasalj oh i j n*
for the consonant group. But I think Cowell must have been following the writing in the

manuscripts in his edition, and | have therefore continued with that here.

“Bmu i pvhi Kpiotpoat fejujpo |t efetefmapuscriptszit up cf
jt opu jo wuif gqvecmjd epnbjo bt zfu- wuifsfgpsf J



Description of the Metres

m q
t

nb ptpez- boe bsf wui
Kpi o o] |

I f
&t sf bejiatelplace’ ui ft

sfgps
f bsf

Description of the Metres
In what follows these conventions are employed:

E = a light syllable

d = a heavy syllable

E = the syllable may be light or heavy

= the syllable may be light or heavy, but as it occurs at the end of the line,
where there is a pause, it is always taken as heavy

1 |indicates a rythmic division in the line, and |} indicates a break in the middle

pg b qgebzvhb/

= =4 =4 -4

X

Pof pg uif npsf joufsftujoh btgfdut pg Bj wbh
coming from a backgroundinQg Nj boe Cveeijtu |l zcsje Tbotl s
almost complete lack of license in regard to to the metre. It is necessary therefore at

the outset to point out that in the whole text as we have presented it here:

1 all syllables are counted at tleir natural weight

1 there are no svarabhakti vowels that have to be included and counted towards
the metre,

1 there is no resolution of one presumed heavy syllable into 2 lights

1 and similarly, there is no replacement of two presumed light syllables by one
heavy

1 even though there is an allowance in the Sanskrit prosodies for conjunct
consonants to sometimes fail to make position, here they always do, in fact,
make position?

There are twelve metres employedby A wb hi p6éb j o uif ufyu- ps bu
remains of it,® there are 1010 verses in all which are listed here in descending order
according to the frequency of their occurrence:

lBmuipvhi J i bwf bekvtufe Dpxfmmat ufyu jo uif x
has, of course, been no attempt to establishanewedf po/ J i bwf tjngmz fybn
text to see if we can provide better readings, where it is clear that the metre must be

jodpssfdu- tp bt up npsf bddvsbufmz sfgmfdu Bjw
Jo Dpxf mmat fejujpo podf p shawexepuited reading audpyble s f b e ]
dpotpobou bt opu nbljoh gptjujpo up tbujtgz uif
be preffered.

% In what follows it is as well to remember that out of an original 28 Chapters in Buddhacarita

only 14 remain for examination.



Description of the Metres

T Vagbkguj > 586 mj
T ] mplb > 3:8

T WoNjbtuib > 235
1 Aupacchandasaka = 78

T Qvomhsug > 37

T Svdj sg > 4

T Qsbibséjonh > 4
T Ngmjoh > 3

T Jjlibsjoh > 2

1 Aparavaktra =1

oft

The first four of these metres are used in extensio, and therefore occur that more

often, the other metres are employed as a prosodic flourish to round off the Chapters.

We can further organise the metres according to their structure: the following are
Samavutta metres, having 4 similar lines to the verse (608 verses, 60%):

T Vagbkguj > )

f WobNjbtuib > 23
T Svdjsg > )24 tz
T Qsbi bsdéjonh > )24
T Mgmjoh > )26 tz
T 1jlibsjoh > )28

These three are Addhasamavutta metres, having 2 dissimilar lines to the verse (105

verses, 10%):

1T Bvgbddi boebt bl b
T Qvdégjughsg > )27
1 Aparavaktra = (14 + 16)

t zmmbc mf t *

22 tzmmbcmft*
)

mmbc mf t *

t zmmbcmf t *

mmbc mf t *

t zmmbc mf t *

yngusg§ 27 , 29*

us
, 29

boe wui fsf | amebenfacpounting for 297merdes, 30%), which by this stage

jo jut efwfmpnfou-
prosody.*

epftoau

fbtj mz

gju

joup

The main metres are described employed in Buddhacarita are described first, and then
the Classi@al metres that are used to conclude the various chapters.

' The prosodic texts themselves differ one from the other in their classification of the metre. It

seems best therefore to treat it as being in a class of its own.

b
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1.Upajguj )586 wfstft*

Ui f Vgbkguj mjoft gpvoe jo Cveeibdbsjub bsf
Bj wbhip6bat iboemjoh pg uif nfusf jt gbvmumf
Bj wbhipébat gsptpez nbz cf eftdsjimgfe bt i bwj
structure:

EGEd! dEEEJEGET! dEE!xd E

o,

This gives two basic lines of eitherd d Ed | d EE!EdIEaipxo bt Joesbwbksg{
EdEd! dEE!EdlEddpxo bt Vgfoesbwbksg/ Jo uif ufyu
2396 Joesbwbksgdg mjoft< beeferesh@s arvagkédo esbwbks g -
preference for the former scheme.

Ui ftf uxp ejggfsfou mjoft dbo pddvs j- boz ¢
ui bu nblf vg b wfstf/ Uifsf bsf wuifsfgpsf 27
have all been given indvidual names in the Classical prosodie$.It is of some interest to

see how the lines are distributed here.

Joes biibB 18 §
T g g 54

C g miy 48

L h sUlilj 43
Wg duil 41
N § nmill 29
N§ zIlgul 22
| b NuUll 21
Gs eIy 20
Ci b duiy 15
S g nl§uu 15
Di § @ul 13

Rddhi UIUU 13
Buddhi lUUU 11
Qs f wW@lu 10
Vgf oes ulJKI® §

Ju jt rvjuf sfnbslbcmf ipx uif Joesbwbksg mj
Joesbwbksg mjoft gbs jo fydftt peg bbwbzk spju infj so-f
dpnjoh ofyu/ Uif Vqgfoesbwbks§ bsf tjhojgjdbo

The breaks, which vary widely in the earlier stages of Indian prosody are here always
found to be d E E and similarly there is no significance attached to the caesura, whit
may occur anywhere in the line.

! I have included these names in the analysis.

2Intheschemesgivenhereszoesbwklsi:@ Ywgfobdesbwbks§ mjoft/ Xifo
Joesbwbks§ mjoft jo b wfstf- wuif xipmf wfstf jt
Vgf oesbwbksg§- pg dpvstf*/



Description of the Metres

Xf dbo tff gspn uidt f§boe@ijf Wigbkguwijf mgoélh xf s
gspopvodj bujpo- xijdi ui fsfgpsf ejggfst gspn
the normal unit for purposes of pronunciation’

Most of Chapters |, 11, 1ll, VII, IX, X, XI, and XIII are written in this metre.

3/ WbNjbtuib )235 wfstft?

Dmptfmz sfmbufe ui f Vgbkguj nfufs jt WbNj
t

up
tzmmbcmf Kbhbuh dmb pg nfuwdfttu/s | diuff en fuu fu W
ps Kbhbuh- i bwjoh b sz efgjojuf tdifnf wup
EdEd] dEE]| & EdJdE

xijdi jt tjnjmbs uif o EWEAdyIidfEEVY dgifEgidas uw bf k svig brkfq
class, with an extra light syllable in penultimate position. Here again the caesura is of
no significance.

Of bsmz wuif xipmf pg Dibqufs WJJJ jt xsjuufo
also made it a favorite at the conclusion of Chapters in the work, so that a run of 16

wfstft | o WbkiNysddtowantudenChapter Xll, and there are 3 verses in

uijt nfusf bu wuif dpodmvtjpo pg Dibqufs WJ<
run up to the concluding verse in a different metre in Chapters Ill, 1V, IX, and XIII.

4/ | mpl bs) 3:8 wfstf

J ibwf fmtfxifsf eftdsjcfe uif | mpl?Bhisnfusf -
i pmet usvf gps uif fbsmz tubhft pg Joej bo gs
Addhasamavutta metres had changed considerably, in that nearly all the syllables are

fixfe jo xfjhiu- boe wuif | mplb- xijdi ibt wfsz
into the category.

Cz gbs wuif nptu dpnnpo gpsn pg uif nfusf |jt
following form:

EEEE! EddE! | EEEE! EJED

lTjnjmbsmz xf nbz opuf wuvibu uif tzouby pg uif wf
g § e b zivHere the verse itself, sometimes extending to a group of verses.

Tff uif Bggfoejy po uif TjmRplunjlode pdv edeif v Nif lw s ft
Canon
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Description of the Metres

inthe 2nd and 3rd positonsp g f bdi qggeb- uxp tvddfttjwf mjt
allowed;land in the opening of the posterior half of the line the patternE d E dis not
allowed.

uif gqgbuizg gpsn pg uif nfusf pddvst jo uif u
thatthereare593qg g ebzvhm uif | mplb nfusf- nfbot ui bt
lines, which is typical of the Classical period.

There are only 3 variations that occur in the prior line, which can be outlined here:
obwj BEmMG! EEES: qgebzvhbt- : &*
ci bwjEgvEndgd EE)Yd8 gqgebzvhbt- 2/6&*
nbwj i@ ! d- y@Eqdgebzvhbt- 2/6&*

Opujdf ui bu -f obae fc islhkpwysyli\ded always occurs in 4th
qptjujpo boe bu?llofuifbenhywj qiEMEgadiays/ pqgf oj oh
occurs, and there is normally a caesura after the 5thsyllable Ui f ci bwj gvmg mj o
bmxbzt tipx wuif tbnf pgfojoh- tp uibu cpui <c
guantities for most of the line.

The metre is employed as then main metre in Chapters IV, VI, Xll, and what remais
of Chapter XIV.

4. Aupacchandasaka (78 Verses)

In the early prosody the Aupacchandasaka was very free in its opening, the important

uijoh c¢cfjoh uibu ju tipvme i bwf 7 ngusg jo u
posterior, with the cadenced E & d ¢ over time the most popular of the openings

cfdbnf gjyfe bt uif pomz qgqspqgqgfs tdifnf gps u
a true Addhasamavutta metre, with fixed quantities in both lines. The scheme for the

verse, which occurs in the first 78verses of Chapter 5, is as follows:

EEJEE! dEJEdd! ! EEAJEE! dEJEdD

Bt x j uiithé/sqriatd ghows that the two lines were taken together in pronounciation,
without a pause at the end of the line.

% In the early period the weight of the end syllable was assured by the pause occuring in
recitation.

%12.92¢ shows an exceptiontothi9t j o cpui Dpxf mmaama,enduj po xi jd
Kpi ot poat -k bp, theé casstirdigat the 6th.
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5. Other Metres

We are left now with the 6 metres which are used to conclude the various Chapters.
They are all fixed in the schemes, and no variation is allowed in the lines except at the
foe pg uif ggebzvhb- xifsf wuif rvboujuz jt b

2/ Qvéqjughsg > )37 wfstft*
Uif Qvoégjughsg nfusf- xijdi jt efsjwfe gspn
3rd syllable in both lines. It is employed to conclude Chapters |, V, and VI

3/ Svdjsg > )4 wfstft?

pn uif WbNjbtu
mmbcmft up uif

Uif Svdjsg nfusf jt efsjwfe gs

t zmmbcmf - Xxi ] [ ' ' t z
EdEd-| EEEEXdEdE

there is a definite caesura after the 4th syllable. The metre is only emplowed in 3

verses, twice at the conclusion of Chapter Ill, and again at the conclusion of Chapter
XIl.

4/ Qsbibséjoh > )4 wfstft*

This metre concludes two Chapters, numbers IX (2verses) boe Y- juat tdifn
given as:

ddd- EEEEdEdEddd

and again there is a definite caesura in the line, this time at the 3rd after a run of
heavy syllables.

5/ Ngmjoh > )3 wfstft?H

Jo dpousbtu Ngmjoh ibt b svo pspdaSthenj hi u t zmn
Classical metre which closes Chapters Il and XlIf;its scheme of 15 syllables can be
outlined like this:

'Jo wuif ufyu ftubcmjtife cz Dpxfmm- bopuifs wfst
spurious.



Description of the Metres

6/ |jlibsjoh > )2 wfstf?H

Thisisal?“t z mmbcmf nfusf- xijdi jt vtfe bu uif dr
which has a definite caesura after the 6th syllable is as follows:

6. Aparavaktra = (1 verse)

Uijt nfusf jt tjnjmbs up

Qvdégqjudghsg- cvu xju
followng scheme:

EEEEEE! dEJEJ! | EEEEJEE! dEJdEd

It occurs as the final verse of Chapter VII.

1C



Buddhacarita

The Buddha-carita
Cppl J \Cibhbwbugshbtiuj

sriyam parardhyam vidadhadvidhatrjit tamo nirasyannabhibhiatabhanubhrt | 5
oveboojeghi bN kjubdgsvdbNesbngt tb*wbNezbuf

t hewj |
ebhsbe

< ©@
—

b & o
60z

O8N
ZS&

byhaypmibdgb N
hbhbof aw

Qi

m
J

sitonnateneva nayena hrtva kailasasailasya yadabhrasobham | 5 5
cisbngevgfudgo wbi bebNcvwgi go tbNci gwbodgN w§g

sbuobgsbcepaeasbgmjojf ubnp ob eg§sjeszbnjwgwhbl
parardhyapauraih sahavasatosat krtasmitevatiraraja laksmih Il 1.4*

zbewfejl upsbobtj Niblbsobjsbuobjsebei gobN gs
jagatyadrstveva samanamanyatspardham svagehairmitha eva cakre Il 1.5%*

lijiof \jeb sj ci jubgbengo zbusggbzgup &adqzbwjr

sgngnyv |
t bNuggbzphgej wb wdgsj wfobédeevN gbjdjgutbnvesgci)|

o
N

Sakyarjitanam yasasam janena drstvamtabhavam gamito ’yamindrah |

juj eiwbkbjjdgsvdbmbugbug! bj szbongsdéovnbtzgN

krtvapi ratrau kumudaprahasamimdoh karairyadrajatalayasthaih |

t bvwbsobi bsnzfdédv hbug§sl bgdgebj sejwd tbspkbezv

mahibrtam murdhni krtabhisekah Suddhodano nama nrpo 'rkabamdhuh |

beizg§jbzp wd tqgivebgvebshl bN*gvsgeijsgkbN ub

bhiibhrtparardhyo ’pi sapaksa eva pravrttadano pi madanupetah |
o ’pi nityam samadrstipatah saumyasvabhavo ’pi prthupratapah Il 1.10*
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e o
s
< O

'wfstft nbsl fe Xj ui bo btufsjdl bsf pnjuufe gspn
have not been analysed here



Buddhacarita

udarasamkhyaih sacivairasamkhyaih krtagrabhavah sa udagrabhavah |
SasT yatha bhairakrtanyathabhaih Sakyemdrarajah sutaram raraja Il 1.14%*

tasyatiSobhavisrtatiSobha raviprabhevastatamah prabhava |
tbnbhsbefwhojwbi §hdobhefuiwbec magizigwhd }n 7 @b +

prajasu mateva hitapravrtta gurau jane bhaktirivanuvrtta |
laksmirivadhisakule krtabha jagatyabhtiduttamadevata ya Il 1.16*

kamarn sada stricaritam tamisram tathapi tam prapya bhrsam vireje |

ob i ANevmfl i gnvbdbhibinez® & HMNbt buwbnfuj }} 2

buhNesjzfogunboj evdélvip dzbN nbz§ kbop zpkhb
ittva siksmam prakrtim vihaya dharmena saksadvihita svamartih Il 1.18*

uvdédjugu usj mpl hnvezpubzboovu

dzvup auib 1 gzguu
obNeghvi gzgnjwb oghbsgkbt }} 2

vivesa tasyah smrta eva kuksau

dhrtva himadridhavalam guru sadvisanam

egogeijwdtjubnvliibN ewjsbebtzb sigbn }

i veei pebobtzb wbtveigeijgbufsnbijozgt

l vi 6j] N wjwfjb tb kbhbewzbtbobl ébzgzb }} 2
sbl 6§ jelgobISI gsbuj mpl bkg@mavimp} bjl boguibtzb
t bswbusb ci §gNup aqj ij] dbNesbgged ci bkbNuj I
nbzgdgj ubN IvlIéjhbubN ebei god wjezvewjmgtbN
egogcijwbsdbébbjt gbsjup kbo§fodN edsjeszbudgqgbN
tgubt gvsbkbogd efwh | begdjebuib mv Ncj ohn }
jaggngovnbuf sgkdodbt tbNciijupuubnbepibed }} 2/ 3
jgllgngmchngogsz qvégbci §gsgwbmbNcj ohn }
ef gt I vl 6j N wjcijezgjv cpeijtbuuwp wjojszb

EGEd! dEE! dEdd! ! ddEd ! WgEEK gdu§jd d) Lhsuj *
tatah prasannasca babhiiva pusyastasyasca devya vratasamskrtayg £ }
ddEd! dEE! dEdd! ! ddEd! dEE! dEdd
qdsjwgutvup mplbijugzb kbkdof ql9wfebobN dbj w

pratah payodadiva tigmabhanuh samudbhavanso ’pi ca matrkukseh | 3
tgi vsbonbzilibjswjibugdgNeibl gsbjjdblggsb mpl bN

! No doubt we should readj ij c i h@r8ito correct the metre.

12



Buddhacarita

UbN kgulbbwighuslbid@NdbobzijgbhbvshbN
pritah sahasranayanah Sanakairagrhnat

nbNegsbgvégbojl bsbjt tbib ubtzb nisei
|l i goojsnbmf db wjojgfubuvsbNcvei gsf }
tvsbgsbei gobjt qgbsj e'g zbngop efi gNjvkgm
t bNei zgci sbkdgmpqgbsjt bNohjgwjbs cabbN Gonbzwgp L} v}s G2k

ddEd! dEE! dEdd! ! ddEd ! WoELEK gdu§jd d) C§ mg *
troryathaurvasya prthosca hastanmamdhaturimdrapratimasya mardhnah |
ddEd! dEE! dEdd! ' EdEd! dEE! dEdd

~

| bl 6hwbubjdbjwb civkgNtbefj guub@ioywj ei bN

EdEd! dEEdqEEJEd! dEEVaBk@Gu] ) Ngmg*
kramena garbhadabhinihsrtah san babhau gatah khadiva yonyajatah |
ddEd! dEE! dEdd! ! ddEd! dEE! dEdd

- O

b
b3ND

J
2/

jsb
+W

ubt

| bmgf 6wbofl fédwjwb cigwjugung zbt(11lpNgsbkgobo

ddEd! dEE! dEdd! ! ddEd ' \EEK gduEjd d) Sgn g *

efpuzg db ei bjszfob db zp sbsgkb cgmp sbwjsci
EdJEd! dEE! dEdd) | EdEd, dEE! dEdd

ubui gujehqup &aqj ojshl 6zbngop (k) §gsb dbl 6ij NG
EdEd| dEE! dEdd| | ddEd|\WgEbek gdujd d) | b Nt h*

tbh ij twbhgusbgsbci®dNpkikgbimbNuwHo ehmpdls blc i
EdJEd! dEE! dEdd) | ddEd| dEE! dEdd

nbi §gsi bkgNcijobebddgsvwbsop wje@pdubzgngthb ejjb
EdEd! dEE! dEdd! | ddEd | WgEbEK gdugjd d) | b Nt h *

bogl vmgozbckbtbnvehbugoj oj 6qgf 6bwbNuzgzbubwj
EdJEd! dEE! dEdd) | ddEd| dEE! dEdd

tathaiva dhirani padani sapta saptarsitarasadrso jagama |l 1.33 (1.14)
ddEd! dEE! dEdd! ! ddEd ! WEbEK gdEjd d) T g mg *

cpei §gzb kGup atnj kbr1beelj ugsui bnbNuzg ubuip
EdEd:dEE:dEdd::ddEd:dEE dEdd

dbuvsejjbN tjNibhbujs vbjlmpslhznb/vwg@idﬁjl\}}db2/c4|5bwzg
ddEd! dEE! dEdd! ! ddEd ! WoELEK giufjd d) Sgn g *

' i gugsbtsvuf (ijesbnbshd11VC|sf ewf w@§sjeigs
EdJEd! dEE! dEdd! | EdEd| dEE! dEdd

] bshsbtbvliizgsui bnbovuubsbtzb ol.Xf ubuvsnijsei
ddEd! dEE! dEdAEd! dEE!Vigfbckdg uj )Joesbwbksg*

j shnbewjugdgof | bobl pkkwbmgNhf wbjLlLijszbggef | b
ddEd| dEE! dEdd| | ddEd! dEE! dEdd

zbehbvsbwdul §gNdbobgbenbibtud zbl @d®ijggt t bN

le xf mmat fehgup@ dDbb e,twhi¢hsvauld imdan haging o gountj sin
] s jag ript making position to avoid a heavy 6th syllable, but this is not possible, given
Bj whbhiaitpo6gpspt pez/



Buddhacarita

ddEd) dEE! EdEd! | ddEd ! \WoEbEK gduEjd d) Joesbwbks g*

nNgzguboijkbtzb ejwbvIibtbt | if zbtzb qgqsbci gwdu
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'D pxf mmat f ejapsdrguoyamslfikideipalayam, which would mean taking -ty- in -
nrtyam- as not making position, tocorrect the metre.
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'D pxf mmat
is normally avoided in the Classical Period.
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